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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 VIENTI 00138 010758Z 
ACTION EA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO IO-13 DPW-01 HA-05 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 
PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 /090W 

112307 011442Z/46 

R 010740Z FEB 78 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8959 
INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
CINCPAC 

CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 0138 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PEPR, MOPS, LA, VM. CB 

SUBJECT: LAO-CAMBODIAN BORDER CLASHES 

1 . WESTERN DIPLOMATIC SOURCES TOLD US FEBRUARY 1 THAT 
HIGH LEVEL OFFICIALS IN THE LAO FOREIGN MINISTRY HAD 
TOLD THEM OF RECENT CLASHES ALONG THE LAO-CAMBODIAN 
BORDER. THE CLASHES REPORTEDLY AROSE AS A RESULT OF 
SUPPOSED DIFFERENCES IN THE FRENCH MAPS OF THE AREA. 

2. OUR SOURCES INTERPRET THE STATEMENTS BY THE LAO 
OFFICIALS AS AN INDICATION THAT THE LAO COULD BE EN- 
GAGED IN AN EFFORT TO HELP THE VIETNAMESE BY ENGAGING 
IN DIVERSIONARY OPERATIONS TO THE REAR OF THE 
VIETNAMESE-CAMBODIAN FRONT. 

3. COMMENT: WE ARE NOT AWARE OF ANY DIFFERENCES IN 
THE FRENCH MAPS OF THE LAO-CAMBODIAN BORDER AREA. 
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